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Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector

This document shares best practices to consider when creating Stratum.Viewer reports (also known as views) that
you plan to use with Microsoft Power BIl. Data from Stratum reports is loaded into Power BI to be used as datasets
for building Power BI reports and dashboards. Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector facilitates securely bringing your
Stratum data into Power BI.

e Best Practices For Stratum Views Used As Datasets In Power Bl

e Other Topics & FAQ’s

Note: Learn more how Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector extends your reporting and analysis options in this
introduction document about Power Bl Connector.

Best Practices For Stratum Views Used As Datasets In Power Bl

Name Views Strategically

Name views so they are easy to search for when choosing from available views in the Power Bl Desktop. Also
name them in a way that indicates they were set up to be used exclusively with Power Bl and that indicates to
users that care should be taken when changing them in Viewer after their initial setup. For example, start each view
name with the text “PBI”. See also Don't Delete Views Used For Power Bl Datasets.

When you are using the Power Bl Desktop Navigator window to get data from a view, you can search by text in the
view name. Navigator shows one folder for each available view from the Viewer environment you connected to, and
you need to expand the folder to select the desired view then load its data.

e For users who are View and Security Administrators in Viewer, Navigator shows all views from the
environment.

e For users who are Casual and Advanced Users, Navigator shows their personal views plus all global and
shared views from the environment.

Navigator

[rbl x PBI YTD Sales This year to Last &

&J

Display Options ~
bt/
PBI - Daily Sales
PBI - Weeks Sales Data for cust and prod class
PBI Actual vs Budget - By customer
PBI Actual vs Budget - By Product

PBI Dimension on Columns

S
vlv v v v =

PBIVTD Sales This year to Last
¥ B3 PBIYTD Sales This year to Last

Search results are limited to already expanded items
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https://silvon.mystratum.com/?v=powerbiintro72p900

Create Captions For All View Items Strategically

Power Bl uses the captions from a Stratum view to identify each column of data in the view. When Power Bl
detects a change in a caption after you initially connected to a view to get its data, you will have to manually adjust
things in Power Bl reports for them to recognize new captions/columns related to the caption changes in Viewer.

To avoid having to change your Power Bl reports due to caption changes on the Viewer side, be strategic when
setting up captions and be aware of things that influence how captions resolve in views. Favor static captions over
dynamic captions, make sure each caption in the view is unique, avoid using levels on columns (which impacts
caption rendering), and avoid editing captions once the view has been used with Power BI.

1. Favor Static Captions Over Dynamic

Static captions use static text and avoid using variables that would update frequently over time as underlying view
elements change.

For example, avoid using measure item captions that use time variables because time variables update as time
passes. Define your measure item captions like the following where generic static text of This Year and Last Year
are used to give time period info.

* PBI ¥TD Sales This year to Last
Hig i &a il YyBR TE

Rows; Diwision: Al ¥} Product Brand: Al % > lProduct Class: &1 X ) RepBroiogr Customer Soid-To Region = Produtt = +

o FiEpr +

Division Devision Description Product Brged Product Brand Description Product Clyss Product Class W.E X110 Saes i“;;‘l O Iwmwm T
[ Gatebery Divetion ] Farm Frews ] Branded g v E00% - 61 W%
[ Grery Do i First Chisige F Prrate Libel SLATAMIGE  IRAS BLLI 30N il - 16k%
i Grnery Dniaion 014 Prime Grown B Brarded 8,531 EREIE AR TR 45T 154%
G Grotery Divinion '] e Codion B Beanded 1,145,337 [R v TRl e L OL%
fr Grtery Devdien [ Sawithein Sureet B Brasded LM Bla4, TN Lt (ki
G Grogery Diveion Provate Label (1] other Ty 0%
G Geespery Dagion o] Tip Tep ] Branded BEIT 451271 15™% i L

The above setup is preferred over the following when a view is used with Power Bl. The marked captions below
use time variables of “[From Period Short Desc] [From Year YY] to [To Period Short Desc] [To Year YY]" in the
caption expression, and those variables will cause the caption to change each period.

Percent of Total

Show All

Rows: Division: Al > iiProduct Brand: All > it Product Class: All > iiRepBroker Customer Sold-To Region Product +

Columns: +

View Filter: +

F E

Division Div Long Description Product Brand PBrnd Long Description Product Class PClas Long Descriptich ¥ Actual Sales Sales Amount] o, of Tota Actual Sales Sales Amount of Total Percent of Total
Wk 1 2020 to Wk 38 2020 Wk 12019 to Wk 38 2019 Growth

G Grocery Division oog Farm Fresh B Branded S04 el 26.00% §1,632,331,832 26.38% -380%

009 Total §1,710,154,617 26.00% §1,632,531,932 26.38% -380%

011 First Choice B Private Label §1,247,438.505 18.86% 51,183,389 390 18.12% - 161%

011 Total §1,247,438,505 18.96% $1,183,589,390 19.12% -161%

oio Prime Grown B Branded $337,148.602 313% $307,645.368 497% 134%

010 Total $337,148.602 £.13% $307,649.368 4.97% 154%

02 Home Cooki B Eranded 3300148307 4.58% $234287755  459% 015%
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2. Don’t Use Levels On Columns Due To Impact On Captions

When levels are on columns, the level value becomes part of the column name used by Power BI to identify
columns. If level values get added or removed based on the data in the view, the associated captions would

change in the view and you'd have to adjust your Power BI reports. See also the Consider Using Levels Only

On Rows section of this document.

For example, define your view like the one in the next image where levels only exist on rows.

¢ PBI YTD Sales This year to Last

Rows: Division: All > iProduct Brand: All > iProduct Class: all > :iRepBroker Customer Sold-To Region Product +

Columns: +
Mg Eiltar: +
Division Division i Product Brand Product Brand Description Product Class Product Class Description vaeSaarlﬁ ?’th‘i,:lg;‘:l Egt iﬂ: % of Total Last Year Per(ér:z‘:fu‘Tnml
G Grocery Division 009 Farm Fresh B Branded 51,710,134 617 26.00% 51,632,531.532 26.38% - 380%
G Grocery Division 011 First Choice B Private Label 51,247 438,503 18.96% 51,183,589.390 19.12% -161%
G Grocery Division 010 Prime Grown B Branded $337,148,602 5.13% 3307649368 497% 154%
G Grocery Division 012 Home Cookin' B Branded 3301,149,307 32842 4.59% -013%
G Grocery Division 006 Southern Sweet B Branded 3181.994,076 8165,774.7 2.68% 088%
G Grocery Division 839 Private Label o Other $155,800,855 3140251054 2217% 102%
G Grocery Division 001 Tip Top B Branded $115,725,024 187% 068%

Rather than defining the view like this, which has a level on columns.
Division F G
Division Description  Foodservice Division Grocery Division

Product Product Brand Product Product Class YTD Sales ;“",t‘:: ¥TD Sales % of Total Last Pe'Tc:t":l YD sales ??:t:fl ¥TD Sales

Brand Description Class Description This Year This Year Last Year Year Growth This Year Iz:r Last Year
nos Farm Fresh B Branded 3616,843.434  19.82% §386,117,73% 30.15% -333% SL710,154,617  37.93% §1,632,331,532
oog Farm Fresh E Private Label $800,074 04% 3775211 4% -001%
Dii First Choice J Private Label 5284031111  13.73% 3268,294.531 13.80% -074% 27.67% §1,183,389,390
010 Prime Grown B Branded $245,718,605 11.88%: $228,788.60% 106% T48%
012 Home Cookin’ B Branded 314 11.90% 3229, 098% 3301 6.58%
D06 Southern Sweet B Branded $129,634,721 6.27% $123,383,031 -082% 404%
589 Private Label o Other $110,865.215% 5.36% 3104435207 -015% 346%
oo1 Tip Top B Branded $83,758,566 4.05% $78,623,189 004% 183% 3
no2 Dew Drop B Branded 589,166,332 431% 028% 156% $105,191615
008 Bing-a-ling B Branded $73,870.866 3.3T% 04T% 215%  $92388113
o7 SugarDrop B Branded 564,982,546 3.14% 11%% 582,928,059 184%  575102,794
nos Farm Crisp B Branded 2.51% 348,861,088 151% -002% 562,187,389 138%  $53.453,114
003 SuperSweet B Branded 1.68% 530,663,599 1.38% 100% 1.03% 544038582
oo Idaho Delight B Branded $36,267,992 1.73% $33,862 560 1.74% 011% 7% $39,983.23%
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3. Assign Unique Captions To Each Item

Use unique captions for all items and avoid scenarios that would cause duplicates to occur when captions resolve
in the view. View captions become the field names in the Power Bl dataset. Having duplicate names will make the
resulting dataset difficult to understand.

For example, define your captions like this:

* PRI ¥TD Sales This year to Last
] | r W e . T o -
Riyvs; Diwision: Al = 3 Product Brand: Al % ¥ IlProduct Class: 8l x ) HepBrofoer Customer Soid-To Begion = Produtt = +
Calumng: ¥
[t +
T =
% of Tutnl P of Tetal
Product Brasd Product Class AT Sk el
Diwizion Deviascn Descripbion Produsct Brand Desonplion Prosdoct Class Descviption Thavear | The tear of Total L& Year
- Gererpery Divition it Farm Fpts B Brarded 1,780,154 61 N1 43150 KT
Ln Groery Divition a1l First Chisice E Privabe Lubel E H B INERRE R i P =16k%
e Grocery Dwiakon 013 Prime Growm B Brarded L1MG 5347449 558 45 154%
4 by Diviicn faz ey Lookn’ B Brasded 5551, 145 537 4350 0%
[ Grocery Diviien BES Sauthem Svoet -] Brasded PR R T P CRE"y
[ Grocery Diveion ) Provate Label 1] ether LYLLE L0 L LM %
0 Gpery Deenicn 1] Tip Tep ] Brasded SLITASLIT] 1E™ i L
Rather than this where two columns have the same name:
Percent of Total
Show All
Rows: Division: All Product Brand: All Product Class: All » RepBroker Customer Sold-To Region Product +
Columns: +
View Filter: +
s ol L E
Division Div Long Description Product Brand PBrnd Long Description Product Class PClas Long Description ¥ Actual Sales Sales Amount] o, of Tota) fictual Sales Sales Amouny o ¢ 1.\ Petgent of Total
Rl = e lnl < Frodud Class 9 Wk 1 2020 to Wk 38 2020 Wk 1 2019 to Wk 38 201 Growth
G Grocery Division 009 Farm Fresh B Branded 81,710,154,617 26.00% §1,632,531,932 26.38% - 3E0%:
009 Total SL710,154,617  26.00% S1,632,531932  26.38% -380%
011 First Choice P Private Label $1,247438505  13.96% $1,133,588,390  15.12% -161%
011 Total S1247,438,505  18.96% S1,183,589.350  18.12% -161%
010 Prime Grown B Branded 337,148,602 313% 307,645,363 157% 154%
010 Total §337,148602  513% S307,649.368  4.97% 154%
012 Home Cookin’ E Branded 3301.148.307 433% 134287735 158% -015%

4. Avoid Captions That Resolve To An Empty String

Power Bl will assigh a meaningless column name to any caption that resolves to an empty string. For example, a
generic name such as Column 1, Column 2, and so on. These names would make your resulting dataset difficult to
understand.

Streamline Views To Focus On Their Raw Data

Stratum views are the suppliers of data for building reports and dashboards in Power Bl. When creating datasets
from views, only the raw data is captured. Power Bl isn’'t concerned with user-friendly report formatting or other
special features applied in Viewer like conditional formats or charts. Any sorts and formatting needed for Power BI
reports and dashboards can be set up in Power Bl once you've loaded up the raw data from your Stratum views.
Knowing that, keep the following tips in mind when setting up views to be used with the Power Bl Connector.

1. Do Not Use Sorts In Views

Use Excel to sort your data. Having a sort in the view can add to the data refresh times. There is typically no value
in sorting the raw data.
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2. Exclude Extras Like Charts, Conditional Format, Hyperlinks

Charts, conditional formatting, hyperlinks, pop-up labels, and Viewer formatting are excluded from datasets in
Power BI. Skip using those types of items in views you plan to use with Power Bl since the view’s only purpose is to
supply data to Power BI. If your Stratum view does have conditional formats, pop-up text, or images defined for any
measure items, you may see extra, meaningless data columns in your Power Bl dataset.

3. Leave Display Text Property For Levels Set To “Value”

The Display Text property for a level is ignored and the value is always used for Power Bl datasets. When building
a view for use with Power BI, consider leaving Display Text set to the default of “Value”. You can still include any
attribute relationships as additional columns in the view.

For example, set up the view like this:

Division Division Description Product Brand Product Brand Description Product Class Product Class Description 'Tmesaarles ?h?:l::l YL;E!: i,ils:' % of Total Last Year Perczrll_z‘:;Total
G Grocery Division 009 Farm Fresh B Branded 51,710,154 617 26.00% 51,632,331,932 26.38% - 3B
G Grocery Division 011 First Choice P Private Label 51,247.438.505 18.96% 51,183 19.12% -161%
G Grocery Division 010 Prime Grown B Branded 3 3.13% 0 497% 154%
G Grocery Division 012 Home Cookin' B Branded 3301,149.307 4.38% 4559% -015%
G Grocery Division 006 Southern Swest B Branded $181.994.076 27T% 8 2.68% 083%
= FeEAE Lo Rrieste=kabat = ity $155,800,835 23T 21T% 102%

Rather than setting it up like this:

Division Product Brand Product Class 'TI;';E::J% D’_;_Dh?:xg‘?l Egt i’aelsg 2 of Total Last Year FE"E':E:L_ITDBI
Grocery Division Farm Fresh Branded $1,710,154,617 26.00% 31632531932 26.38% - 3B
Grocery Division First Choice Private Label 51,247 438,505 13.96% 51,183 589390 15.12% -161%
Grocery Division Prime Grown Branded £337,148,602 5.13%  $307.645 363 4897% 134
Grocery Division Home Cockin'  Branded 3301,149.307 458% 5234 287759 4.59% -015%
Grocery Division Southern Swest Branded 181,594,076 2.77% 8163774702 2.68% J0ER%
Grocery Division Frivate Label QOther $155,800,8353 237% $140,251,054 2.27% 102%

el B i bl Dsuedod $127.451,271 194%  §113,723,024 1.87T% 68%

4. Considerations When Using All Others In Views

Filtering related features can be set up in Power Bl itself when data is used there for reports and dashboards, so All
Others aren’t necessary in the source view. If you really need All Others in your dataset, then exclude attribute
relationships from the view. All Others will be ignored and excluded from a dataset when the source view has All
Others AND attribute relationships on its rows.

5. Considerations When Using Totals In Views

Totals can be calculated in Power Bl itself when data is used there for reports and dashboards, so totals aren’t
necessary in the source view. If you really need totals in your dataset, then exclude attribute relationships from the
view. Totals will be ignored and excluded from a dataset when the source view has totals AND attribute
relationships on its rows.

Choose Formats Appropriate To The Measure Item Data

When setting up measure items in Stratum views, you can assign them a format such as a percent or currency
format. Make sure you choose a format that is appropriate to values returned for the measure item. If the format
isn’t appropriate given the measure item outcome, errors can result in the data when it's loaded into Power BI.

For example, this view has an #ABC Cumulative Percent calculation that returns a text value of A, B, C, and so on.
The assigned format is a percentage, which isn’t appropriate. A format of None would have been more appropriate.
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HE &< AR TE © showal

Rows: i Product: All ¥ > ::Customer Ship-To *  ::Product ABC Class *  :iProduct Brand * i Product Category Role ® P +
Columns: +

View Filter: +

T ¥ Actual Sales Sales Amount Actual Sales Sales Amount . cumulati cumulati L . .
Product T AR e Wk 12018 to Wk 38 2018 #Percent of Total #Cumulative Percent of Total # Tota | #ABC Parcent|#ABC Cumulative #Achie
Frozen Lasagna Dinner 4B $33,601,634 §31,542,893 8.32% 8.32% $33,601,63

Meatloaf, Frozen 48 $32,350,569 $30,354,223 8.01% 16.34% 565,952,204
PER - _ o

Eprr - 2ABC CoMuULATIVE PERCENT

Frozen Lasagna Dinn:
Meatloaf, Frozen 41

Frozen Lasagna Dinn:
Meatloaf, Frozen 41

Frozen Lasagna Dinn:
Applesauce 10607 PL
Meatloaf, Frozen 44
Frozen Lasagna Dinn:
Meztlosf, Frozen 4G
Applesauce 1060z PL
Orange Juice Conc.

General

Caption Expression: [ZaaC Cumulative Parcent |E
18,245,836

Expression

View Ttems and Functions for Expression: Exprassion (Examples):

| Higrarchias #ABCCumulativePercent|{[Measures].[Datal (Actual Sales Sales
Amount Wk 1 2020 to Wk 38 2020}], ".1:.3:.57)
s Measure Iems

ji MDX Functions

Ju Stratum.Viewer Functions

Frozen Lasagna Dinn:
Meatloaf, Frozen 4F

[=2 = B - = = = O == = = = T = R S

quuuuuucunooam»—

oK Validate | Caneal | Help

This mismatch between the results (text) and the format (percentage) can cause an error when retrieving data from
this view into Power BIl. The measure item format is defined for a numeric, but the data returned for the measure
item is alphanumeric. This causes an error for that data column in Power BI.

| 7 Ustitied - Pawer Chotey Editor
Home Transfom Add Column Wiew Toad Help

- ¥ B, My - ’ = L .-?—_|P|opcrtlﬂ B Lt oo - 2 i = Data Type: Deomal Number =
=t L - - =+ = e LT asvanded Editoi S P oo o il 4] = ] Uk Farst o a3 Hieaden =
Close & Mew Recent Enter Data vource Hanage Refeesh - __ Choeie  Remeve Krep Remove Spht Group 1
Apply®  Sowsce ™ Soimrer v Dabs cettinga Pagsmeters=  Preview = [ Blanage ~ Colimng » Codumns *  Rows ™ Rows™ Column= By w7 Feplage Values
Chaie Mew Cuery Dats Sowces  Parametit Cratry Manage Columm Reduce Rowi Soed Temnsfaim
Cueries 120 Y ﬂ This prewiew iy be up t6 2 days old Refrecn
) Chuery Errares « TG M = Table.ReorgerCoivmns (0 Kept Errors®, {“Eow lumtecc, “mibl Comulptive™, “SABC Comalative Perenti®, “SAchjevesent M
[ Eron lo &8 Seotame. ) 173 Wi sy [~ 1455 RABE Cumstarive ~ 17 UADC Cimmdatior Percemt. | LB Bfchirwrinent Percent | = | 12 SCumulitive Pestent of Total
#[5 Cther Doesies|1] 1 18 LGESIETE 0.083]
B3 Al Stratum Furcbon.. 2 2 IS5 PREEE 0183
15 1 OSEHATEMT 0238
4 4. B E DOG5FEE5E 23104
5 L3E. | 2 DSEISTRRI O 35F
- 5B B S5 FEEIE [EE b
-’ I OSEIETARE DR
8 8 5 LOALTRET 58
9 58 OS5 TEERE 0 525Y
1] 10.B LOs567821 L
1 1B P OS5 sENE Lol
12 12,8 LOr4ITa4zT DEDT
13 3B 1085302278 [eE-le
14 4B LAy b LECE:
15 158 L Os5T583]

Always Have The Grid Displayed In The View

Stratum views can be set up such that their grid is hidden, for example, in cases where there is a chart and you
only want to display the chart. Avoid using views like that where the grid is hidden from display. Charts also aren’t
recommended for views you plan to use with Power Bl. The raw data from the grid is the focus when Power Bl
datasets are created using Stratum views. Keep the grid visible for the sake of easy viewing by users.
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Consider Using Levels Only On Rows

A Stratum view with levels on only one axis is more ideal when used with Power Bl. The resulting dataset will be
less visually complicated and more straightforward to work with in Power BI. A view with levels on both rows and
columns is still valid to use as a Power Bl dataset, but having levels on both axes can result in more visually
complicated results.

Note: See also Don't Use Levels On Columns Due To Impact On Captions.

For example, here’s a Stratum view with levels on both rows and columns to show you how that type of setup is
treated in Power BI.

Division F G
Division Description _ Foodservice Division Grocery Division
% of

Product Product Brand Product Product Class YTD Sales = ot‘:; YTD Sales % of Total Last Pe"Tt:t'Ltl el YTDSales  Total  YTD Sales
Brand Description Class Description This Year This vear Last Year Year Growth This Year ;I(';nasr Last Year
no9 Farm Fresh B Branded $616,343.434  15.52% 5386.117.73% 30.15% -338% 51,710,154617 37.93% $1.632,531.932
009 Farm Fresh P Private Label £300,074 4% §775,211 04% -.001%
011 First Choice & Private Label §284,031,111 13.73% $268,294 931 13.80% -074% 51247438505 27.67% S$1,183,589.390
0i0 Prime Grown B Branded $245,718,605 11.88% $228,788,609 11.77% 106% $337.148,602 7.48%  $307.649368
o1z Home Cookin' B Branded $246,255,982 11.90% 5229438343 11.80% 098% $301,148.307 6.68% 5
006 Southern Swest B Branded $129,634 721 6.27% $123,383,031 6.35% -.082% $181,994,076 4.04%
999 Private Label 2] Qther 5110,865.21% 3.36% $104,435.207 3.37% -015% $155,800,855 3.46%
001 Tip Top B Branded $83,758.566 4.05% $78,623,189 4.04% 004% $127.451,.271 283% §115,725024
002 Dew Drop B Branded 539,166,332 431% 58323027% 4.28% 028% $115,568.778 2.36% $105,191615
no8 Bing-a-ling B Branded $73,870.866 3.37T% 568485584 3.52% 047% $97,117,632 215% 392,388,115
007 SugarDrop B Branded 364,982,346 3.14% 535,740,024 3.02% 118% 381,918,039 1.EB4% 575,102,794
005 Farm Crisp B Branded $51.9 5 2.51% 548,861,088 251% -.002% $62,187.589 1.38% 358,453,114
003 SuperSweet B Branded 3347 1.68% 530,665,595 1.58% 100 546,304,295 1.03% 544,038,982
-] Brame 536267592 L73% $33.362.360 T4% 011% 543,725 608 97%  §39.985238

Here are the results in Power B, with the column’s level information merged into the measure item captions. That
tells you which measure item values belong to each level member on columns.

T2oB15 5500885010
0.00038671817293569
0.137287273787324
0.118768811034241
0.119027587466439
0.0626593241045486
0.053588963638763
0 04045349435180344
0.0430938089322559
0.035705700564 7085
0.0314095050011585
0.025120361531277
0.0167762485021593
0.017530240767532

U015 A0e2 000815
0.000398823476605795
0 138029844831645
0 117705004689878
0 1180495659375891
0.0634765375524483
0.0537411871580338
0.0404493166067193
0.0423195285325505
0.0352338170893567
0.0302200135207375
0.0251375917860356
0.0157767537133581
0.0174212803065247

RO le AL S R LT
-1.21053036701044E-05
-0 000742571144321802
0 .001063806344363
0.000978021528547535
-0 000817613447899726
-0.000152223519270821
3.56329113150936E-05
0.000279280035709034
0.000471833475322128
0.00118943148042077
-1.72302547586274E-05
0.00099942487380167
0.000103950461007255

ITe117735.0501
775211.45777
268294931 42148
2287BB608 5569
229458348 03572
123383030 79246
104459206 84917
78623189 28504
83230273.46178
68485584.00102
58740024.37022
43861088.46732
30665928.77494
33862555.87158

CICEAEAad 2147
800074 10217
284031111 03089
245718604 6693
246253982 46156
129634721 05528
110869215.42154
83758566 06673
2916633164485
7387085537146
64982546.13337
51971053.09468
34708071.58576
36267992.10504

T3782 70505001528

0 276657136267366
0.0747728777554231
0.0667889475173537
0.0403626730010188
0.03455354158359278
0.0282661658615768
0.0256308643549501
0.0215387658514384
0.0183917399539392
0.0137919747734103
0.0102693748505017

0.00969747312322698

I Division.[F].% of Total This Year | ~ | Division.[F].% of Total Last Year |~ | Division.[F].Percent of Total Growth |~ | Division.[F].YTD Sales Last Year |~ | Division.[F1YTD Sales This Year |~ | Division.[G].% of Total This Year |~ | Division.[G].% of Total Last Year |~ |

0.35458051

0.2788216051258291
0.072473860098119
0.0669704976384176
0.0390520305562536
0.0330393502685068
0.0272616817733184
0.0247802958652163
0.0217641275510406
0.01769218443146562
0.0137693708274316
0.0103746272058136
0.00541842357543421
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Other Topics & FAQ’s

Don’t Delete Views Used For Power Bl Datasets

Avoid removing any view associated with reports in Power Bl. Removing the view from Stratum will break your
Power Bl datasets and associated Power Bl reports and dashboards.

How Do | Add a Date Hierarchy To A Power Bl Dataset?

An example of a Date Hierarchy is below. It originates from an End Date attribute from the “Weeks” time hierarchy
in the Stratum view used to create the Power Bl dataset. To set up a time hierarchy in a Power Bl dataset, include
a Start Date or End Date attribute from a Stratum time hierarchy in your view. Once you get data from the view into
Power BI, change the type for the attribute’s column to “Date” and the result will be a time hierarchy.

~ O Week End Date
~ 1% Date Hierarchy
LM Vear
LA Quarter
LA Maonth
I\ Day

Here is the “Week End Date” column in Power Bl being changed to a “Date” type.

al | [ = | V71 on el4 test - Power Query Editor - m] X
Home Transform Add Column View Tools Help o
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After that change is applied, Power Bl automatically creates a Date Hierarchy associated with that field.
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Here is the Date Hierarchy.

~ [ Week End Date
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LI/l Year
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& Day

What Happened To All Others Data From My Original View?

If your Stratum view had All Others AND attribute relationships on its rows, the All Others will be ignored and
excluded when the Power Bl dataset is created. Silvon recommends excluding All Others from views you plan to
use with Power BI. Filtering related features can be set up in Power Bl itself when data is used there for reports and
dashboards, so All Others aren’t necessary in the source view.

What Happened To Totals From My Original View?

If your Stratum view had totals AND attribute relationships on its rows, the totals will be ignored and excluded when
the Power Bl dataset is created. Silvon recommends excluding totals from views you plan to use with Power BI.
Totals can be calculated in Power Bl itself when data is used there for reports and dashboards, so totals aren’t
necessary in the source view.
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What Version Of Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector Am | Using?

You can find the version number in the Apps section of Windows settings. Open the Settings window then choose
Apps. Browse to the Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector application in the Apps & features section. Click its name,
and you will see the version number below its name.

Settings

 Home Apps & features

8/11/2015
| Find a setting ie |

SHAREit 13.1 MB
Apps 10/5/2016

ﬁ Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector

I iZ  Apps & features

8/13,/2020
7.2.0
i=  Default apps
Modify Uninstall
M Offline maps
g Snagit 2020 1.04 GB
G Apps for websites - 11/18/2019

Why Am | Seeing An “Expression.Error” Message About Needing Broadcast Server?

To use Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector with Power Bl, your Stratum.Viewer implementation must have a valid
license for the Stratum.Broadcast Server application. Also, a valid registration key for the license must be specified
in Stratum.Viewer’s Application Settings. An error message about the requirement will show in the Navigator
window of Power Bl if you have an expired license or invalid key, for example.

O X i
Navigator
£ | Al others 1 B
Display Opti - &
splay ptians D’ 1. Expression.Error: We cannot convert a value of type Record to
4 httpy/fdevenv-14:57016/ [322] A type List.
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*ERR - Invalid Time Period for Given Datab. Velue=
] - t
r nvalie fime Feriod faraiven batabase Error=The Export Type option for this view is set to “Excel
b 10 attributes on columns with 107 columns Data", That option requires the Stratum.Broadcast Server
I 10 attributes on rows with 101 rows application, but your license has expired. Please contact your
b Actual Sales to Plan Parformance Silvon Sales Representative at (800) 874-5866 or send a
R screenshot of this message to info@silven.com.
I Alert - Declining Sales v
Value cannot be null.
4 All others 1[1]
¥ [ Allothers 1
4 All others 10
I All Others 11

Why Are Repeating Values Included In A Power Bl Dataset & Reports?

Repeating values are used for every dimension in a dataset even if repeating values are disabled in the original
Stratum view. Repeating values aid you in understanding and working with the data in the Power Bl framework.

Why Are Some Calculated Measure Items Missing From A Power Bl Dataset?

This happens when the source Stratum view has both attribute relationships AND distinct calculated measure items
on rows in the view. In those cases, the distinct calculated measure items will not be loaded into the Power Bl
dataset that was created from the view.

10 Getting Started Guide — Silvon Stratum Power Bl Connector



Where Can | Find The Viewer Implementation URL And View ID Used For A Datasource?

Those details can be looked up in the Power Bl Desktop application. Access the Power Query Editor for your PBIX
file. Under Applied Steps, click Source to see the Viewer Implementation URL. Under Applied Steps, click
Navigation to see the View ID.
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