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What’s New in Stratum 7.5 with 
Admin Notes & Action Items 
Ready to upgrade? Contact us at info@silvon.com. 

Explore Your Stratum Data Model, Fine Tune Reports With New  
Filter Types, & Easily Capture Key Performace Indicator Trends  
Silvon has enhanced the latest version of Stratum with the following functionality.   

• Stratum Glossary features give you a broader 
understanding of data in Stratum reports. Look up 
details or explore all the report-building items that 
exist in your Stratum Data Model. Administrators can 
add custom descriptions to data that supply users with 
extra details, such as where your data is sourced and 
how it is intended to be used. Learn More. See also 
Admin Notes & Action Items. 

• Attribute relationship filters allow for dynamic filtering 
by attribute data. Filters can be text- or numeric-based, 
which allows for additional filtering refinement. For 
example, you can easily filter to only show Products 
that have “Oranges” in their Long Description and with 
a Current List Price greater than 50. Learn More. See 
also Admin Notes & Action Items. 

• New Key Performance Indicator (KPI) properties 
make it easy to add specialized performance 
monitoring data to views. It’s simple to set up a view 
that counts the number of products sold in each 
territory or that includes KPI data such as a region’s 
Average Monthly Sales, a store’s Maximum Weekly 
Returns, or a product’s Standard Deviation of Weekly 
Available Inventory. Learn More. See also Admin 
Notes. 

• Also part of Stratum 7.5 are options to link views to 
each other through their measure items, a setting  
to treat attribute relationships as either text or 
numbers in views, and a refreshed look to many 
windows. Learn More. See also Admin Notes and 
Action Items for drilldown views, view creation & 
treatment of calculated measure items, and upgrades 
to 7.5. 

Stratum Glossary Features 
Explore comprehensive info about your Stratum Data Model via the Stratum Glossary from any Stratum view (click their 
Info icons to open the glossary). Also, get a full summary of each member value in a view via their glossary information 
windows. Use the Stratum Glossary to answer questions like: 

• How is the Actual Sales Gross Margin Amount calculated in this view? 
• What does Product Category Role data represent? 
• Does this Forecasting data come from one of my corporate business systems, or is it supplied by users? 
• What other data exists in my Stratum Data Model? 

Other glossary options let administrators customize descriptions of data and can help with data validation tasks. The 
example on the next page shows the glossary details about a member of the Customer Sold-To level. The example also 
shows glossary info about the Budget measure for the view’s Budget Amount Frozen Current Month measure item.  
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The glossary can be opened from other spots in Stratum, such as from the main menu, when you want to browse the 
entire Stratum Data Model. 

   

Admin Notes & Action Items for Stratum Glossary: 
1. The Stratum Glossary shows lists of Stratum items that are filtered by their “Viewer Availability” status. Items that 

are enabled for use in Stratum meet the filter criteria of “Viewer Availability” and will show in the glossary when the 
“By Viewer Availability” filter option is selected.    
a. Items typically designated as enabled in Stratum (and thus treated as “available” by the glossary) are those that 

have meaningful data and that you want to be available to users.  
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ACTION ITEM: In Measure maintenance, review the “Viewer Enabled” setting for each measure to determine whether 
the measure should be available to add to views and included in the Stratum Glossary when the “By Viewer Availability” 
filter is applied. 

 

a. Selected – Typically means that you have meaningful data for the measure. The measure is available to be 
added to views and will display when the “By Viewer Availability” filter is applied in the glossary. 

b. Deselected – Typically means that you do not yet have meaningful data for the measure. The measure is not 
available to be added to views and will not display when the “By Viewer Availability” filter is applied in the 
glossary. 

Note: Changing a measure’s Viewer Enabled setting from Yes to No does not affect views that already use that 
measure. The measure will still appear in those views, but it will not be available to add to other views. 
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ACTION ITEM: In Dimension maintenance, review the checkboxes to the left of each hierarchy and attribute to 
determine if the hierarchy and attribute should be available/enabled to be added to views and included in the Stratum 
Glossary when the “By Viewer Availability” filter is applied. 

 

a. Selected – Typically means that you have meaningful data for the hierarchy / level and attribute. The items are 
available to be added to views and will display when the “By Viewer Availability” filter is applied in the glossary. 

b. Deselected – Typically means that you do not yet have meaningful data for the hierarchy / level and attribute.  
The items are not available to be added to views and will not display when the “By Viewer Availability” filter is 
applied in the glossary. 

Note: Changing an item’s status from selected to deselected does not affect views that already use the item. The 
item will still appear in those views, but will not be available to add to other views. 
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ACTION ITEM: Create meaningful descriptions for use in the glossary using the provided features for editing 
descriptions. Include information such as where the data is sourced and how it is intended to be used in Stratum. 

a. The V7.5 upgrade will set default descriptions to “This is the description for” <Name of the Item>. 
b. View and security administrators can edit all descriptions. 
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Attribute Relationship Filters 
Create dynamic and sophisticated filtering with new features for attribute relationships. First, you can filter by any 
attribute relationship displayed in view.  The filter will be applied each time the view is used, showing the current set of 
data that meet the filter criteria – for example, set up a filter to show the current set of Products that contains a certain 
phase in its Long Description. The view below is filtered by the Prod Long Description to show only Products that 
currently have the phrase “Pear” in their description. 

Also, attribute relationship values that represent numerical data such as pricing or commodity codes can now be treated 
as numerical values. The view below treats the Prod Current List Price as a number and filters for values less than or 
equal to 50.  

 

Admin Notes & Action Items for Attribute Relationship Filters: 

Administrators have Dimension maintenance options to control the default Text vs. Number settings for all attribute 
relationships in a Stratum environment. Administrator settings can be overridden in views to customize attribute 
relationship treatment for your individual views. 

1. Attribute relationship columns defined as a number will be right justified in Stratum views and the Export to Excel 
output for views with their Export Type property set to Excel Report. The Data Type property for an attribute 
relationship column has no impact on the Export to Excel’s Excel Data output.  It also does not affect the use of 
Stratum data in the Excel Connector or Power BI Connector.  

ACTION ITEM: Review your attribute’s Data Type definitions in the Dimension window. Setting the data type of 
attributes that have numeric data to number will give better filtering results to your users. 
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a. By default, all attributes have their Data Type set to Text.   
b. For existing views that use the attribute, you will have to update the Data Type property on the Attribute’s 

properties window. Changing the property in Dimension maintenance will not change any existing view 
definitions. 
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Stratum Key Performance Indicator (KPI) Enhancements 
Two new features contribute to the ease of setting up specialized calculations in Stratum. They are the Stratum function 
“Count Members” and a KPI property for measure items with time ranges.  

Stratum Count Function 
This function is part of the Stratum set of functions that guide you in setting up frequently used, specialized calculations. 
A few clicks to pick the function then pick the relevant level (Product in this example) and measure item data (Sales 
Amount Current Month) to be counted are all it takes to calculate the number of products sold by region, territory, or 
customer class, and more. The calculation marked below uses the Stratum Count function to show you the number of 
Products sold in each Ship-To Territory for the current month.  

  

Admin Notes for Count Function: 
Use the new #CountMember Stratum function when creating count calculations. The above example uses the Count 
Member function to count the number of products sold by Ship-To Territory in the current month. You can find the 
#CountMember function in the Stratum.Viewer Functions folder of the Expression window. Clicking it adds the following 
to the expression and then you’ll click the level and measure item for the expression.   

#CountMember(«Level Expression», «Numeric Expression»)  
where 

<<Level Expression>> resolves to [Dimension Name].[Hierarchy Name].[Level Name].members 
<<Numeric Expression >> resolves to [Measures].[Measure Item Name] 

Note: Be aware that the #CountMember function can be very resource intensive when working with two or more very 
large dimensions.  For example, use care when counting the number of products sold by customer ship-to. 

See the image on the next page for the expression associated with the count calculation in the view shown above.  
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Property For KPI Value Setup 
The new setting available for measure items with time ranges has multiple options dedicated to returning KPI values 
such as Min, Max, Variance, and Std Deviation. Monitor important business conditions for a given period of time to keep 
track of what’s happening with production, inventory, returns, and other key sales and operations conditions. 
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Other Enhancements In Stratum 7.5 
A few other changes and updates for Stratum are listed below.  

More Drilldown View Linking Options 
Measure items in a view can be launch pads to run different views directly from the current view. The drilled-to-view 
that opens for a measure item will be filtered to return data applicable to the level/measure data you drilled from in the 
original view.  

The first measure item in the example below links to a view comparing weekly Actual Sales Amount data by Division. The 
second measure item links to a Delivery Performance view that analyzes Daily Sales Units data. 

 

Admin Notes for Drilldown Views: 
Use the new DrillDown View property for individual measure items to select a drill down view for a measure item in your 
view. The Drilldown View property is also available on the Properties window for the measure item’s axis to choose the 
same drilldown view for all measure items in a view. 
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User Interface Refresh For Many Windows 
Secondary windows launched from views and other spots in Stratum were given a simple refresh to enhance their visual 
appeal. Here’s an example of a refreshed window. 

 

View Creation – Treatment of Calculated Measure Items 
Admin Notes for View Creation: 

1. Descriptions For Calculated Measure Items - You can now include a description for any calculated measure item you 
create to help users better understand the contents for their views. The description feature is part of the Stratum 
Glossary and is accessed from an item’s information icon  in a view.    
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2. Include in Relationship Filter Property for Calculated Measure Items – This new property gives the user control 
over which calculated measure items are included as part of the relationship filter.  Setting the property to “No” 
means that the calculated measure item is not used as part of the relationship filter for the view.  This can result in a 
more optimized result set especially when the calculated measure item uses an attribute relationship.    

Note: The Relationship Filter determines the initial result set for a view. (The initial result set is the list of members that 
have data for any of the measure items of the view.)   

a. “No” is the default for all new calculated measure items and is the recommended setting.  
b. The upgrade to V7.5 will set all existing calculated measure items to “Yes”.  This is done to ensure that existing 

views will continue to work the same after V7.5 upgrade.   

The following are examples of NEW recommendations for setting up various calculations. See your Stratum online 
help for more examples of calculations and their expressions.  

• Extended List Price 
• Standard Cost 
• Cost Difference 

The new recommendations assume that the Include in Relationship filter property has been left at its default of 
“No”.  If you are changing an existing calculation (created prior to V7.5), make sure to change the property to “No”.   

Extended List Price - New Recommendation 

This calculation determines the extended list price for the year to date by multiplying a measure item in a view by 
the Prod Current List Price attribute relationship from the Product level. It uses a Val function in its expression. The 
validation built into the calculation only allows it to proceed if the attribute relationship in it has numeric values. 

// Only do the calculation if the Prod Current List Price attribute 

// value is numeric 

IIF(isnumeric([Product].[Product].Properties("Prod Current List Price")) = True, 

// Here’s the calculation 

Val([Product].[Product].Properties("Prod Current List Price"))*[Measures].[Data2 (Daily Sales Units)], 
// Return null value if the validation prevents doing calculation  

// This syntax closes out the IIF validation 

null) 

Here’s an example view that uses the calculation, followed by an image of the Expression window for it. 
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Standard Cost - New Recommendation 

This calculation determines the standard cost for last year by multiplying a measure item in a view by the value of a 
Std Cost Last Year attribute relationship from the Product level. It uses a Val function in its expression. The validation 
built into the calculation only allows it to proceed if the attribute relationship in it has numeric values. 

// Only do the calculation if the Std Cost Last Year attribute 

// value is numeric  

IIF(isnumeric([Product].[Product].Properties("Prod Std Cost Last Year")) = True, 

// Here’s the calculation 

Val([Product].[Product].Properties("Prod Std Cost Last Year"))*[Measures].[Data2 (Actual Sales Units)], 
// Return null value if the validation prevents doing calculation  

// This syntax closes out the IIF validation 

null) 

The next images show an example view that uses the calculation and the Expression window for it. 
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Cost Difference - New Recommendation 

This example uses a Val function and two Cost attribute relationships for UPC Global Number. The “Cost This Yr” and 
“Cost Last Yr” attributes are subtracted to find the difference in costs between this year and last year. Validations 
built into the calculation only allow it to proceed if the attribute relationships in it are numeric. 

// Only do the calculation if the UPC Std Cost This Year AND 

// Last Year attribute values are numeric 

IIF(isnumeric([UPC Global Number].[UPC Global Number].Properties("UPC Std Cost This Year")) = true AND  

isnumeric([UPC Global Number].[UPC Global Number].Properties("UPC Std Cost Last Year")) =true, 

// Here's the calculation 

Val([UPC Global Number].[UPC Global Number].Properties("UPC Std Cost This Year")) - Val([UPC Global 
Number].[UPC Global Number].Properties("UPC Std Cost Last Year")),  
// Return null value if the validations prevent doing calculation  

// This syntax closes out the IIF validation 

null) 

Here’s an example view that uses the calculation, followed by an image of the Expression window for it. 
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Stratum 7.5 Upgrade 

Contact support to schedule your upgrade for Stratum 7.5. Some things to consider for upgrades are listed below. 

Admin Notes for Upgrades: 

1. Full Process is NOT required in Stratum Connector when upgrading from V7.2 or greater to V7.5. 

2. Full Process IS required in Stratum Connector when upgrading from a version prior to V7.2 

3. CustomerNet has all V7.5 upgrade and requirements documentation. 

4. Version 7.5 of Stratum is compatible with Windows Server and SQL Server 2022.  
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Recap Of Stratum 7.X Releases 
Version New & Updated Features 

7.5 
Q2 2023 

New In Stratum – Stratum Glossary features show you more details about your Stratum Data Model. 
Administrators can add custom descriptions for items in the data model that help users get to know the data. 
The Stratum Count function (part of the Stratum Functions) makes it simple to calculate counts of items in a 
view. Options for adding KPI data to views such as Minimum, Maximum, Average, Median, Standard 
Deviation, and Variance are now available. Filter options added for a view’s attribute relationships, which can 
be treated as either text or numbers. Individual measure items can have drilldown views attached to them. 
The look of many Stratum windows got a design refresh. Support added for Stratum 7.5 with Windows Server 
& SQL Server 2022. 

7.4 
June 2022 

What’s New PDF – New charting widget features were added to Stratum Dashboards. Hosted Stratum 
implementations were integrated with Microsoft Identity and Azure Active Directory identify services, 
allowing for single sign-on across apps and other security benefits. Stratum Access Hub (Broadcast 
Manager) was updated with email notifications for admins to keep them informed about action, 
broadcast group, and broadcast schedule processing.   

7.3.1 
Oct 2021 

& 
7.3 

June 2021 

What’s New PDF – Stratum View Pane with tabs to browse to Favorites, Recents, or All views. Search field in 
top panel to search all Stratum views. “Run In A New Tab” option to opens views from search results in new 
tabs while search results remain visible. A StratumView.aspx page for easier 3rd party Stratum view access. 
Filtering options for Stratum Dashboards URL’s to create tailored home pages for users and a Save As shortcut 
to create new dashboards. A central menu in Stratum’s top panel to access all help, admin tools, and specialty 
features. Updates to Application window that control the look of the Stratum View Pane and group together 
properties for the Stratum Analyst Hub and Access Hub. Preview feature for the Select Format window to 
check selections before applying them to view. New Connectors – Stratum Excel Connector Add-In to get 
data into/out of the Stratum Data Hub to/from Excel (Watch Video). And the “Go To Stratum” Power BI 
extension that links reports in Power BI directly to more detailed data in Stratum Views.  

7.2 
Dec. 2020 

What’s New PDF – Master Data Augmentation and User Controlled Attribute functionality to supplement 
existing core Stratum data. New grid formatting options to enhance the style of reports. Administrators can 
control attribute availability in views and which display by default when their levels get used in views. Level 
filtering has a, Include/Exclude choice (include only the designated members or see all members except 
designated ones. Shortcuts to edit captions, format string, and fill color when editing measure items from the 
Measures window. Streamlined step for copying view URL’s to share. 

7.1.2 
Aug 2020 

What’s New PDF – More tools to control and access Stratum data. See below. Shortcuts for setting up 
calculated measure item captions, options to control detail for emailed views and Excel exports and the order 
of views attached to Actions, and ability to track who is actively using Stratum. More icon choices for 
Conditional Formats and custom logos to help distinguish between multiple Stratum environments.  
Data Import – Bring budgets, market trends, plans, and other outside data that compliments enterprise data 
into the Stratum Data Hub from user-curated Excel spreadsheets. Immediately see imported data in Stratum 
for centralized analysis with the rest of your business data. Watch Video.  
StratumLink – A web-based ETL for Stratum power users to pull high volumes of additional core business data 
into the hub from complex data sources (ERP, CRM, custom databases, IoT systems, cloud sources). See newly 
loaded data shows in context with other enterprise data. Watch Video.  
Stratum Dashboards – All-in-one resources for highlighting complimentary Stratum reports, charts, and 
outside content. Leverage existing content in new ways to give broader insights into business performance. 
Drill to other reports or link to other resources from items in a dashboard. Learn More.  
Stratum Power BI Connector – A bridge between Microsoft Power BI and your Stratum data. Stratum Power 
BI Connector provides Stratum Data Hub access to your Power BI Users while capitalizing on your existing 
Stratum reports and the hub’s security model.  Learn More. 
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https://silvon.mystratum.com/?v=viewerhelp74p900
https://silvon.mystratum.com/?v=viewerhelp73p900
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